


TOWNSHIP OF MARENGO
ORDINANCE 2005-3

AN ORDINANCE TOREGULATE AND IDENTIFY AS NUISANCES CERTAIN
UNHEALTHY CONDITIONS, BLIGHTED STRUCTURES, STORED
MATERIALS, AND IMPROPERLY MAINTAINED GROWTH OF NATURAL
VEGETATION.

The Township of Marengo Ordains:

ARTICLEI
PURPOSE AND DEFINITIONS

Section 1 - Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to promote the health, safety and welfare of the people of the
Township of Marengo by regulating and/or eliminating the presence of unhealthy conditions caused
by the deposit, storage and accumulation of unhealthy materials, the existence of blighted structures,
and the growth of noxious and harmful weeds, rank vegetation, and improperly maintained natural
growth.

Section 2 - Definitions

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Ordinance, shall have the meaning
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

A

Blighted Structure - means any dwelling, garage, outbuilding, factory, shop, store, office
building, warehouse or any structure or part of a structure which, because of fire, wind, or
other natural disaster or physical deterioration is no longer habitable as a dwelling or useful
for the purpose for which it was originally intended, or any partially completed structure
which is not currently being constructed under an existing, valid building permit issued by
the Township.

Building Material - means any lumber, bricks, concrete, cinder blocks, plumbing materials,
electrical wiring or equipment, heating ducts or equipment, shingles, mortar, cement, nails,
screws or other materials commonly used in the construction or repair of buildings or
structures.

Enforcement Officer - means the Supervisor, Clerk, Zoning Administrator, any police
officer or any other person designated by the Township Board to enforce the provisions of
this Ordinance.




Junk - means any abandoned, discarded, unusable or unused objects or equipment, including
but not limited to; furniture, stoves, refrigerators, freezers, cans, implements, parts of motor
vehicles, machinery, cloth, rubber, bottles, any metals, boxed, cartons or crates.

Vacant Building - means any building that is unoccupied and which is not kept securely
locked, with the windows glazed or neatly boarded up and protected against the elements and
from vandals as well as from rodents and other animals.

Unhealthy Matter - means any dead animal, putrefying carcass, human or animal
excrement, carrion, animal or vegetable offal, unclean or nauseous water, or other filthy or
decaying matter or offensive substance to the injury of the public health.

Garbage - Means any used or discarded items no longer of reasonable use, including but not
limited to, wrapping and shipping materials, discarded food items, normal wastes generated
by the occupation of a household or business, and items discarded for eventual pick up and
transport to a landfill or other suitable depository.

Noxious Weeds, Improperly Maintained Natural Growth - means naturally occurring or
invasive natural plant growth and harmful vegetation which has been allowed to grow
without maintenance and causing demonstrable harm, including propagation of seeds and/or
pollen which may be distributed by natural methods.

ARTICLE 1
UNHEALTHY MATTER AND GARBAGE

Section 1 - Unhealthy Matter and Garbage — Prohibited Conduct

A.

It shall be unlawful for any person to have, place or deposit or cause to be placed or
deposited on his premises or the premises of another, or in any public place, any unhealthy
matter as defined in this Ordinance, to the injury of the public health.

No person shall permit any garbage as defined in this Ordinance to remain on his premises
or the premises occupied by him to the injury of the public health, or so as to become
offensive to his neighbors. No person shall permit any garbage to accumulate on his
premises or the premises occupied by him except in tightly covered pails or containers
designed for that purpose in amounts awaiting weekly refuse pick up.



ARTICLE III
BLIGHTED STRUCTURES/JUNK/BUILDING MATERIALS

Section 1 - Blight—Prohibited Conduct

Except as may otherwise be permitted by the holding of a specific business license, or by other
Township ordinance, no person in the Township shall:

A. Store, accumulate or permit the storage or accumulation of junk on premises owned leased,
rented or occupied by him/her.

B. Store, accumulate or permit the storage or accumulation of any building materials on
property owned, leased, rented or occupied by him/her for any period longer than reasonably
necessary for the immediate use of such materials, but in no event longer than sixty (60)
days.

C. Maintain or permit the maintenance of existence of any vacant building as defined in this
Ordinance on property owned, leased, rented or occupied by him/her.

ARTICLE IV
GRASS, NOXIOUS WEEDS, AND VEGETATION

Section 1 - Prohibited Conduct

It shall be unlawful for any owner, lessee or occupant or any agent, servant, representative or
employee of such owner, lessee or occupant having control of any occupied or unoccupied lot or land
or any part thereof in the Township to permit or maintain on any such lot or land or any part thereof,
including the green belt out to and abutting the developed public street, any growth of grass, noxious
weeds or vegetation, as defined in this Ordinance, to greater height than eight (8) inches on the
average or any accumulation of dead weeds, grass or brush. It shall also be unlawful for any such
person to cause, suffer or allow poisonous plants or ivies, ragweed, or plants detrimental to the health
and welfare of the general public, to grow on any such lot or land in such manner that any part of
such ivy, ragweed or other poisonous or harmful plants shall extend upon, overhang or border any
public place, or to allow seed, pollen or other poisonous particles or emanations therefrom to be
carried through the air to surrounding public or private lands.

Section 2 - Duty of Owner, Lessee or Occupant

It shall be the duty of any owner, lessee or occupant of any lot or land to cut and remove or cause to
be cut and removed or destroyed by lawful means, all such weeds, grass or other rank, poisonous or
harmful vegetation as often as may be necessary to comply with the provisions of this article,
provided that cutting, removing or destroying of such weeds, grass and vegetation at least once in
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every month between May 15™ and September 15" shall be deemed to be in compliance with this

article.

Section 3 - Exemptions

Exempted from the provisions of this Ordinance are flower gardens, plots of shrubbery, vegetable
gardens and small grain plots, and crops, grains and domesticated plants and vegetation being
lawfully and actively utilized in and for agricultural purposes.

ARTICLE V
ENFORCEMENT, RIGHT TO APPEAL AND PENALTIES

Section 1 - Enforcement

A.

Preliminary Enforcement. The designated Township Enforcement Official or Officer,
acting as agent for the Township, shall inspect and investigate suspected violations of this
Ordinance and make recommendations for enforcement action. Preliminary to any citation
or notice under the Township Ordinance Violations Bureau, Township Officials shall notify
the violator(s) of the alleged violation and under what specific Section such prohibited act
has been found to be in violation. Such notice shall be in writing and served upon the
violator(s), either personally or by first class mail, with proof of mailing sent to the last
known address of the violator(s), or to the common address of the property upon which
violation is found to exist. Within such notice, it shall be stated that the violator(s) has
fourteen (14) days from the date of personal service or twenty-one (21) days from the date
of mailing of the notice in which to remedy and abate the violation.

Formal Enforcement. The Enforcement Official or Officer may recommend more formal
enforcement action for violations of this Ordinance, where immediate action is necessary for
the public good and in circumstances where preliminary enforcement, including Right to
Appeal in Section 2 below has been exhausted. Under the foregoing circumstances, any
person, firm, corporation, or business entity violating the provisions of this Ordinance, shall
be responsible for a civil infraction and the Enforcement Officer or Official may proceed
under this Ordinance to issue a citation with the Calhoun County Court authorities, or a
Notice under Marengo Township Ordinance No. 2003-5, served upon or issued to such
alleged violator. Each day such violation is committed or permitted to continue, just
constitutes a separate offence and shall be punishable as set out below. No appeal is
available to such person or entity following the admission of Civil Responsibility processed
under Marengo Township Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau, Ordinance 2003-5.




Section 2 - Right of Appeal

Any violation found to have been committed under Section 1 - Preliminary Enforcement Procedures,
this Ordinance may be appealed in writing by the violator(s) and/or owner of the property upon
which violation is found to exist, by making such appeal in writing, directed to the Township Board,
and received by said Township Board within ten (10) days of the date of the Complaint form
completed by the Enforcement officer. All violations contained in the Notice shall be individually
addressed in such appeal. The Township Board, upon receipt of such appeal, shall set a public
hearing, date and time, within thirty (30) days following receipt of such written appeal, including
posting and publication of public notice thereof, all in accord with the Michigan Open Meetings Act.

Section 3 - Penalties

Any person, firm, corporation, or business entity found to be responsible for a civil infraction
violation of this Ordinance through the Court’s of this County or through the Township’s Municipal
Ordinance Violations Bureau, shall be punishable by a civil fine of up to Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00) for each violation.

Section 4 - Civil Enforcement Remedies; Injunction

In addition to or in lieu of the foregoing civil infraction responsibility provisions of this Article, the
Township may institute a proceeding in a Court of competent jurisdiction.

ARTICLE VI
CONFLICT, SEVERABILITY AND EFFECTIVE DATE
Section 1 - Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances

All Ordinances, Resolutions and Orders or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this
Ordinance are to the extent of such conflict hereby repealed.

Section 2 - Severability

Each Article of this Ordinance, and each section and subdivision hereof is hereby declared to be
independent, and the finding or holding of any section or subdivision thereof to be invalid or void
shall not be deemed or held to affect the validity of any other Article, section or subdivision of this
Ordinance.



Section 3 - Effective Date

This Ordinance is hereby determined by the Marengo Township Board to be immediately necessary
for the preservation of the peace, health, and safety of the Township of Marengo and shall be in full
force and effect twenty (20) days from and after its passage and publication as required by law.

Passed and adopted by the Township of Marengo, County of Calhoun, State of
Michigan, on the 3/*day of \J apyan, 200 , and approved by me on the

2t day of T""l“‘“}f , 2008
S ;
!/2/ é ny// 44:"7.{4’4//
Supervisor
: : Township of Marengo
="~ (SEAL)
T Atfest
= Clerk
Township of Marengo



