Marengo Township Planning Commission Meeting July 23, 2025
Meeting called to order at 6:00pm by Kent VanSickle, Chairman

Pledge of Allegiance

Board members present: Kent VanSickle, Greg Shippell, Debra Huffman, Jerry Bischoff, Todd Hazel,
Justin Kazmar  Absent: Jerry Buller '

Motion made by Greg Shippell to approve the agenda. Seconded by Justin Kazmar. Motion carried.

Motion made by Greg Shippell to approve the July 9, 2025 minutes. Seconded by Justin Kazmar. Motion
carried.

Communications: none

New business: none

Old business: Continue site plan review for METC, 17612 21 % Mile Rd. Kent VanSickle discussed how
other townships have handled substation request. Three representatives from METC were present to
answer questions. Perimeter will be fenced around project and large vegetation on property is mowed
annually. There is 5 ft of stones and 10 ft of grass around outside of fence that is regularly maintained.
Decommissioning should not be an issue because if the solar panels are no longer used, the site would
still be used in the electrical infrastructure. The proposed site is 1300 ft off the road. Site is monitored

in real time for fire safety. Marengo Township would benefit from the property and personal tax base
on this property.

Site plan review shows that the required conditions have been met. The planning commission board
requested a report when the project is completed. That the security and maintenance is continued.
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Motion made by Greg Shippell to approve the site plan, as previously reviewed, for Michigan Electrical
Transmission Company, LLC located at 17612 21 % Mile Rd., property #15-03-006-03. Seconded by
Todd Hazel. Roll call vote. All present voted yes.

Master Plan review. Jerry Bischoff and Justin Kazmar provided a survey and power point presentation at
the annual Marengo Township Fire Department BBQ. The Marengo Township Master Plan Open House

Resident Survey 2025 had 39 surveys completed. This information will be used to update the Master
Plan.

Commissioner comments: Discussion of top soil on solar farms in Lee Township.

Public comments: Dan Laupp, Marengo Township resident and land owner, stated concern about 10-

acre minimum lot size in the agriculture zone. This lot size actually takes more land out of agriculture
use than a smaller size lot.

Motion by Debra Huffman to adjourn meeting at 8:12pm. Seconded by Justin Kazmar. Motion carried.

Next regular planning committee meeting will be Wed., October 1, 2025 at 6:00pm.
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