
 

 

         Marengo Township Planning Commission Special Meeting and Public Hearing   March 4,2026                                                                                                                                                                                              

Meeting called to order at 6:00pm by Greg Shippell, Chairman  

Pledge of Allegiance   

Board members present: Greg Shippell, Debra Huffman, Jerry Bischoff, Justin Kazmar, Jerry Buller, Pete 
Bailey.  Absent: Todd Hazel   

Motion made by Jerry Buller to approve the agenda.  Second by Jerry Bischoff.  Motion carried. 

Motion made by Jerry Bischoff to approve the January 7, 2026 minutes. Second by Greg Shippell.  
Motion carried. 

Communications: Marengo Township Board approved,” An ordinance to enact a temporary moratorium 
for a period of one year, subject to an extension by resolution, on the permitting, consideration, 
approval, location, construction, and/or installation of Data Center facilities.” 

New business: Election of officers.  Greg Shippell was nominated for Chairman by Jerry Buller. Second by 
Jerry Bischoff.  All votes yes.  Jerry Bischoff was nominated for Vice Chair by Greg Shippell. Second by 
Jerry Buller.  All votes yes.  Debra Huffman was nominated for secretary by Jerry Buller. Second by Pete 
Bailey.  All votes yes. 

6:15pm opened Public hearing for Special Land Use in the CM, Commercial District, for 1006 E. Michigan 
Ave., Parcel ID# 15-303-018-00, applicant Mack Turner.  Zoning Administrator’s Report for Special Land 
Use reviewed and discussed.  Any future changes to the building require permitting.  Parking is depicted 
on the application and must be contained in the right-of way.   

Public hearing closed at 6:30pm 

Motion by Jerry Buller to approve Special Land Use Permit for 1006 E. Michigan Ave with the condition 
that any changes to building require additional permitting.  Second by Justin Kazmar.  Motion carried. 

Old Business: Master Plan review.  Bob Toland discussed how to update the Master Plan. An addendum 
to the 2019 Master Plan will give guidance to the Township Board and Planning Commission for future 
development in the Township.  Bob Toland will present an addendum for 2026 update.  Planned 
changes include: eliminating the Marijuana Overlay District, concern regarding Data Centers citing water 
use issues, discourage or update 425 Plan with Marshall City, discourage solar farms, wind farms and 
battery storage facilities developed on agriculture land in the township.  

Shafer Ready Mix located in the Light Industrial zone will need to provide a plan for permanent use.  
They are currently operating on a temporary use permit. 

Commissioner comments: none 

Public comments: Question regarding land division for lots smaller than 10 acres. 

Motion made by Jerry Buller to adjourn meeting.  Second by Jerry Bischoff.  Motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:00pm. 
 
Next meeting will be on June 4, 2026 at 6:00pm. 

Debra Huffman            


