Marengo Township Planning Commission Special Meeting and Public Hearing April 22,
2026

Meeting called to order at 6:00pm by Greg Shippell, Chairman
Pledge of Allegiance

Board members present: Greg Shippell, Debra Huffman, Jerry Bischoff, Jerry Buller, Pete Bailey, Todd
Hazel. Absent: Justin Kazmar

Public comment: Request from DTE, Jeff Haines, that the Planning Board add discussion to review
current Special Land Use (SLU) for White Pine Solar Project to the agenda.

Motion by Jerry Buller to add DTE request to the agenda. Seconded by Jerry Bischoff. Motion carried.

Motion made by Greg Shippell to approve the agenda with addition of DTE discussion. Second by Pete
Bailey. Motion carried.

Motion made by Jerry Bischoff to approve the March 4, 2026 minutes. Second by Jerry Buller. Motion
carried.

Communications: DTE Special Land Use request.

New business: Public Hearing opened at 6:06pm for proposed SLU for Stan Elliott, 16320 20 Mile Rd.
They have completed the SLU form and attached all documentation and land survey. Request SLU,
Section 7.04, #8, in AG-Agriculture District for two land divisions of less than 10 acres. Parcel #015-091-
006-00 and 015-091-006-001. No comment from the public. Public Hearing closed at 6:10pm.

Zoning Administrators Report reviewed. Land survey of the property and boundary language includes
driveway easement for property.

The Planning Commission reviewed the Zoning Ordinance, Article 20.21, “Parcels of Less than 10 Acres”
is permitted in Agriculture district if property is poorly suited for agriculture production. The Zoning
Ordinance requires 3 of the 5 conditions to be met for approval. The Board determined that these
properties meet all five conditions and is not suitable for agriculture production.

Motion made by Jerry Buller to approve SLU permit for land split requested by Stan Elliott. Seconded by
Todd Hazel. Motion carried.

Representative for DTE, Andrea Augustine, explained that the SLU for White Pine Solar Project is due to
expire May 2026. DTE is requesting an extension. They have just purchased the property and plan to
complete the transfer station with the same conditions as approved in May 2024. The Planning
Commission reviewed Section 20.09, Duration of Permit. Permit may be extended on property for
additional 24 months by action of the Planning Commission. After issuance of SLU Permit, the applicant
or holder shall submit quarterly written progress reports on the status of project as requested by the
Zoning Administrator, until final occupancy permit is issued. DTE will need to provide quarterly reports
and provide a decommissioning plan.

Motion by Jerry Bischoff to approve SLU extension with White Pine Solar Project, including requirement
to present quarterly reports sent to Zoning Administrator and cc the Planning Commission. Seconded by
Todd Hazel. Motion carried.



Commissioner comments: Discussion of Light Industrial property in township. Minimum of 500ft
setback from Rice Creek is required. Board has not received communication regarding proposed
concrete plant.

Motion made by Greg Shippell to adjourn meeting. Second by Debra Huffman. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 8:02pm.

Next meeting will be on June 3, 2026 at 6:00pm.

Debra Huffman



